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COMPTROILLER GRNHERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON. O, 30340
-

paen- | My 9, 1973

The Honorable Rogers (. B, Morton

"~ The Sacratary of the Ywvertior

Dear ir, Becretary:

Ralavencs 4s made to lecter 1310-2.4 (352) dated HMay 14, 1973,
with enclosures, from the Deputy Assistant Sacratary, requesting s

. dogision as to the action to he valan conceraning an errox alleged by

tha Gaophysfcal Instrument & Supply Co. (CISCO} to have been made in
its bid upon which contract Ro, 53500-FPii3-$60 4c based,

Invitation for bide No, P~3-167 vequosted dids for furnishing
five {tens wsad with surveying instrusents and ralated ejuipment,
CIS00 offered to furnish the squiyment desoribed wmder izame 1 chrough
3 for a total prics of $16,738.60. %The only other responsive bid was
in the totsl amount of $18,417,50. %he Covernacut estinmate for the

"equipnont vas $13,837¢ On Februsary 15, 2973, tha contract for the

dtecw was avarded to GISCO, . Y
By 1stler dsted Pebruary 21.\' 1973, GISCO advisad the eontrocting

. office that che prices quoted 1n the bid vars erroneous begause they

were based on prices in en o0ld price 1ist of its Svies eupplier. Tha .
company etated that 4f the current price 144t had boen used fn com-
puting the hid prices, the total price would have been §$18,187 inetesad

. 0f-416,738.60« Tha company requested that tho total price for the

equipneat be ficresesd to §10,187. In support of the allegation of
atxor, the company subzittad copies of tiia 0ld and current price lists
of its suppliot. However, va find no basis to incrsase the contract
yrice as requsnted since tihe contracting officur made award without
notice of possihle exror., YThe contrasting oXficer had mo reason to
suspect error since the GISCO bid wos in line with the only othar
vesponsiva bid and the Goverment estimsta.

Acoordingly, the requas’ for am fncresse in the sontract prive is

. " The onclosures aMﬁu ths May A4 lettar arw vetumed as - .
vegsaated, . , .
, | Y . Sincerely youxs, -
L | "Paul O, Deabling
. _“ t ' . . .' . , . r)/

! ' Acting Comptrolier Gemersd
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