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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UIITED STATES

WASHINGTON. D;c. :osu' . 3 P 1 (‘ Q

B-1777h4 . , MAY 30 1973

Daniels uanufactﬁring Corporation
2266 Franklin Road
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48013

Attention; Mr, T, J, Dedo
President

Gerntilenen:

This is in reply to your telefax mepsage dated January 5,
1973, and subsequent correspondence, proteating the issuance of
Sol{citation Nos. FPNIN~-PG-50987-A=10-13-72 (50987) and FPNTI~
E6-57614-A-1-10-73 (57614),by the General Services Administration
(GsA).

The solicitations coversd definite quantities of & manurl
cozpression type crimping tool for crimping terminals on number 26
through number 10 wire, The tool was to be manufaciured in accor=
donce with Military Standard M325037-14, dated September 25, 1993,
Revision D,

Easentially, you object to the requirement in the solicitation
for a Revision D" model tool, You contend that the purchases
should be made in accordancn with the latest revision of the mili-
tary standard Znvolved which is Revisicn E, issuwed February 15,

1971, .

GSA has advised that Revision E was first issued by the laval
Air Systems Command (NAVAIR). Revision E provides for two Military
Btandard tools (M390413 and MS3316) covering ranges of 26 through
A4 and 12 through 10 wire, Revision D, on the other hand, providess
for a single tooi covering the entire range of uumber 26 through

number 10 wire,
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GSA has taken the position that the Ravision F tools could
not be used in the inatant solicitation since 1t determined that
there 18 no difference in the performanca capabilities of the
Revision D and E tools and the cost of the two Revision E mndels
is necessarily much more than the cost of the single¢ Reviaion D
model, It is also reported that the Revision D tool continues
to be listed on the bimonthly "Integrated Manoged Item Listing"
as & "standard item," A "stundard item" used in thin particular
context 1s defined by GSA's Standardization Division ax an {tem
waich has been evaluated and has been deemed by collaborating
users to be an if,em which should be vsed rather than an item
vhich should not be used (which ia clamsificd as a nonstandard
ftem). The listing aloo indicntes that there are, at present,
seven civilian, six Army, one Alr Force, ons Marina Corps, and
six JATO activities which still need the Revision D version of
the orimping tool, In addition, six other Naval activities sre .
also listed as requiring the Rovision D version rathey than the
Revision E version of the tool, GSA therefore concludes that
Revision D is8 not ocutmoded and ia in fact the current standard
model which saticfies the Government's minimum needs.

We note that the Official Departzent of Defense Item
Btandardization Code denotes that an item $8 or is not authorirzed
for procurement, and we have beon advised by a representative of
the responsible astandardization authority (Natik Laboratoriee)
that Revision D 18 classified as "authoriced for procurcneat,"

Beo Chapter 7 of Defease Standardization Manual 4120,3-M, GSA hcs
informally advised that until such time aa the applicable standard-
ization code is deleted or revised by DOD, it would not be autho-
rized to 2ot otherwise, It should also bo noted that the responsible
standardization authority has not seen fit4 to effect a change in

the stzndardization code which currently authorizes precurement of
the Revieion D tool, even though it has been award of the {asuance
of Revision E, -

The determination of the Governmont's needs ia primarily within
the discrotion of the agencies concerned, 38 Comp. Gen, 190 (1958)
and 35 Conp. Gen. 174 (1955).  On the basir of the present record we
cannot conclude that thero has been an improper exercise of admine-
fstrativa discrotion by GSA, in deciding thiat the Revision D tool -
vwill best meet tho Government's needs, or that this Office would be
Justified in ovjocting to (SA's procuremant of the Revision D tool
which wotld se¢en to satisfy the Government's minimum needs at the
»08t economical price.
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Accordingly, your protest muat be denied,

Bincerely yours,

JRAUL<3.DEhﬁﬂINGi

For the Ccmptroller Genoral
o of the United Statoes





