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Tiie Homorable John J. Herall, Chairman IMWMHMMNNWWMHMMWNW ;

L'+ Subcommictee on Transportation 1312 M095795
ﬁl.Committee on Appropriations _ J nr
House of Representatives ’ el U&QUMLNT AVAILABL

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Your letter of March l4, 1973, requested that we furnish your
Subcommittee with information concerning the use made of funds
| appropriated Eor fiscal ycar 1973 to the Federal Railroad Adminis- 213
7 traticn for 43 additional posilions in Tthe bup@gp of Railroad

Safety. On March 27, 1973, we prov:ded your office with informa~-
Tion as summarized below.

\

Yo
‘2 Y oy many of the 43 additional positions funded by the Congress have
/ been filled?

Information obtained irom the Federal Railroad Administration
indicated that none of the 43 additional ins pecror positions for
which funds were appropriated for fiscal vyear 1973 had been or
would be filled in fiscal year 1973, Although the fiscal year 1973
apprepriation would support a level of 336 authorized positionsg for
the Burcau, the level was administratively held at the 272 positions
authorized for fiscal year 1972, This action, in effect, prevented
expansion of the inspcctor force by the additional 43 positions
authorized by the Congress, -

The Bureau did hire eight field inspectors and engincers during
the [irst 9 months of fiscal year 1973; however, the new employees
filled positions which were authorized, but unfilled, prior to fiscal

. year 1973,

If these positions have not been filled, what use was made of the
funds vhich were appiopriated Lor these positions?  Were funds obli-
gated tor any proarems or activit fes of the Bureau ior which no fundse
were requested by the Federal frilvoad Aduinistration or appropriated
by the Conproesgs?

As of March 31, 1973, the funds authorized for the 43 additional
inspector positions had not been spent or obligated, but $547,000
“originally budgeted for personnel compensation and benefits was repro-
gramed. The budget for other scervices was increased by $533,000, and
the budget for printing and reproduction was increased by $9,000.
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A Federal Railroad Administration official told us that the increase
in the amount budgcted for other services would be used to cover part of
(1) the Department of Transportation's cstimated assessment of $145,000
to cover the cost of moving the Bureau to a new office building at Buzzard
Point, D.C., and (2) an estimated $400,000 for expanding training acti-
vities for Federal inspectors. At the end of March 1973, funds had not
been spent or obligated for these purposes, Our review of the Federal
Railroad Administration's budget justifications and related appropriation
hearings for fiscal year 1973 disclosed no evidence that funds for these
purposes had been specifically requested or appropriated, As agreed with
your office, we did not rescarch the Federal Railroad Administration's
legislative authority for reprograming the funds,

We do not plan to distribute this report further unless you agree
or publicly announce its contents,

Sincerely yours,

A

Comptroller Gencral ~~ ~
of the United States
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